Honors 9th Grade Literature and Composition
Mrs. Laura Smith
laura.smith@cobbk12.org 

The No Red Ink (NRI) code for my class is ___________________________ .
Course Description & Format
Honors 9th Grade Literature and Composition is a general education, survey course designed to acclimate freshmen to high school English skills.  Grammar, vocabulary, composition skills and the rudiments of literary genres are all stressed, with attention to developing study skills, self-discipline and the use of media other than print/textbooks.  Classroom activities will include lectures, discussions, note-taking, oral presentations, student-led lessons and discussions, independent and class reading assignments, group work, research, projects, quizzes, tests, writing, homework evaluation, and weekly vocabulary.  Any novels assigned will be independent reading the majority of the time.  Please note: Because this course is designated as Honors, we will observe a higher expectation of performance by students than that which is merely on-level. Students and parents should be aware that this course is taught as Pre-Advanced Placement and will, therefore, use many similar assessments and rubrics as the AP English courses apply.

	Grading categories & descriptions:
	Percentages

	Major  Essays, Tests, Projects  
	50%

	Minor  Classwork, Homework, Quizzes
	30%

	EOC: “The purpose of the Georgia Student Assessment Program is to measure student achievement of the state-adopted content standards and inform efforts to improve teaching and learning. Results of the assessment program are utilized to identify students failing to achieve mastery of content, to provide educators with feedback about instructional practice, and to assist school districts in identifying strengths and weaknesses in order to establish priorities in planning educational programs.”*
	20%


*https://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Documents/GM%20Ninth%20Grade%20Literature%20EOC%20Assessment%20Guide.pdf
Expectations

Academic Honesty
An offense against academic honesty includes acts which compromise the integrity of the educational process at North Cobb High School.  Such acts are serious offenses which insult the integrity of the entire academic community of the school and will not be tolerated. Academic dishonesty includes acts which would have the effect of promoting or enhancing one’s academic standing unfairly or knowingly assisting any person in the commission of an offense of academic dishonesty.  A ZERO will be given for any work which does not uphold the standards of this expectation.
Make-Up Work & Late Work
Pursuant to county policy, students are allowed the number of days absent, with a minimum of two days, to make up missed work for full credit.  This rule applies only if the student did not receive the assignment before the absence. Any assignments due on the day of an absence are due immediately upon returning to school. It is, of course, the student’s responsibility to acquire the missed work from either the teacher, classmate, or Edmodo; it is the student’s responsibility to schedule an appointment with the teacher to make up tests/quizzes.  If known absences occur, assignments should be requested via email in advance of the absence(s).  It is the expectation of the Cobb County School District that all work missed due to absence will be made-up. Some work, by its very nature, is impossible to make-up and may necessitate alternative assignments. The responsibility for arranging to complete work missed due to absence is to be assumed by the student and parent/guardian in conjunction with the teacher. Work handed in late will receive a maximum of 90%. Work handed in afterward will receive a maximum of 70%. No late work is accepted after the EOC.
Required Materials

Students are expected to bring the following items to class each day:

1. A three-ring binder of at least 1” filled with straight-edged, college-ruled loose leaf paper, on which all assignments should be written.  This syllabus should be kept in the front of the notebook.

2. Dark blue or black pens (no other color will be accepted) & #2 pencils

3. School-issued textbook & novels

4. Sticky notes (a must-have if you do not purchase your own outside reading novel(s))

5. Journal (composition book or spiral notebook is fine)
6. Outside reading (All selections can be accessed on multiple websites for free, but if students would prefer a paper copy of their own, purchase will need to be made. The readings are, in order, Romeo & Juliet by William Shakespeare, A Separate Peace by John Knowles, and Night by Elie Wiesel.
Rules and Rationale

Because successful classroom environments necessitate certain academic and social skills, students will abide by the following rules.

1.
Although this learning environment will be focusing on student learning and student initiative, instruction and guidance will come from the teacher.  You must listen to the teacher to receive this information.  Respect fellow students, the teacher and yourselves by not talking while others are talking.  If you must speak when another is talking, raise your hand & wait your turn.
2.
You cannot participate without the appropriate materials. Materials must be brought to class daily.

3.
If you are late to or absent from class, you miss valuable information and distract the class. Persistent tardies without appropriate passes are not tolerated. When absent from school, students must present a written excuse to attendance and coordinate with teachers to make up all missed work in a timely manner.
4.
Rules stated in the student handbook (no food or drinks [other than water] allowed, no horseplay, no defacing of school property, etc.) apply to this class. THIS INCLUDES DRESS CODE.
5.    A note on ELECTRONIC DEVICES:  No iPods, headphones, cell phones, etc., are permitted in class unless explicitly stated by me. Any devices repeatedly used without permission will be confiscated and turned in to administration.
Classroom Procedures

In addition to the rules laid forth in the student handbook, there are several other routines to be observed. They are quite simple, but it is astounding how much time can be wasted when a routine is not regularly observed or practiced.
· Enter the room quietly with necessary materials for the day.

· Be seated when the bell rings having taken care of necessary duties (pencil sharpening, question asking, etc.)

· Attend to the warm-up activity posted on the board or whiteboard at the front of the room.

· Never interrupt lecture, discussion or a presentation to ask to be excused unless it is truly an emergency that cannot be ignored. A pass is required to leave the room for any reason. Be mindful of how frequently you ask me for a pass.
Consequences

1. Warning (verbal or otherwise)

2. Parent contact

3. Teacher detention (before & after school at teacher discretion)
4. Administrative referral

Extra Help

Please talk to me regarding your need for assistance. We can make arrangements for before or after school to meet for help or make-up work, but students, YOU must initiate this contact & communication.
*****

Students, please be careful about the unspoken messages you send by your behavior. When you arrive unprepared or without essentials, it is not only disrespectful to the teacher and your classmates, but it is also a blatant waste of instructional time, sending the message that this course is not important to you.  Mastery of preparedness now will save heartache and frustration in your years of education to come.
TABOO* List

1. No Name—Let us not belabor the obvious.

2. Incorrect Heading—Your name, class period, date and assignment must appear in the upper left hand corner of any paper you submit to me. If it is typed, it should be in MLA which is your name, my name, class name, due date (double-spaced)

3. Illegible Handwriting—You may print or write in cursive, but your work must be readable. Where possible, you may type, but do not come to class expecting to print.

4. Unacceptable Paper—Use only the front side of standard notebook paper. Paper will be unacceptable if it is fringed, two-sided, or otherwise abused.

5. Unacceptable Writing Materials—Use dark blue or black ink only for all regular assignments. You should bring pens to class every single day.

6. Unacceptable Margins—Respect the margins provided on notebook paper and in your composition notebooks.

7. Incorrect Punctuation of a Title—When in doubt, ask. Otherwise, follow these guidelines:

	“Quotation Marks”

Short story

Poem

Chapter in a book

Article in a magazine

Article in a newspaper

Entry in an encyclopedia (database)

Episode of a television series

Song

Essay

(also direct quotations, words used in a special sense, slang, or dialogue)
	Underlining (handwritten) or Italics (typed)

Novel

Book-length poem (epic)

Full-length book

Name of magazine

Name of newspaper

Name of encyclopedia (database)

Name of television series

Opera

Movie

(also names of ships, airplanes, trains, works of art, words or numbers used as such, and foreign words and phrases)


8. Mechanical Errors Which are Gross Illiteracies—Proofread carefully to avoid the following errors.

a. Failure to capitalize I
b. Incorrect use of its or it’s
c. Incorrect use of they’re, their, or there
d. Incorrect use of two, to, or too

e. Incorrect use of your or you’re
f. Use of the words hisself, theirselves, alot, or irregardless
g. Failure to capitalize a proper noun (specific person, place, thing)

h. Failure to capitalize the first word of a sentence

i. Failure to punctuate the end of a sentence

j. Failure to indent for a paragraph

k. Misspelling of literature, poem, poetry, writing, author, or definitely
9. Plagiarism—Deliberate plagiarism is claiming, indicating, or implying that the ideas, sentences, or words of another are one’s own. This includes copying the work of another, or following the work of another as a guide to ideas and expression that are then presented as one’s own. Accidental plagiarism is the improper handling of quotations and paraphrases without a deliberate attempt to deceive. If the plagiarism is accidental, the student may be allowed to correct and rewrite the paper, but he will be penalized a letter grade.

*Polynesian word for a sacred prohibition put upon people, things, or acts which makes them untouchable, unmentionable, and absolutely forbidden.

Reading Informational & Literary Texts: 

RL/RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis and inference.

RI/L.9-10.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development, including how it emerges and is shaped by details; provide an objective summary.

RL.9-10.3 Analyze how complex characters develop over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.

RI.9-10.3 Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or series of ideas or events and the connections that are drawn between them.

RL/RI.9-10.4 Determine the figurative, connotative, and technical meanings of words and phrases; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone.

RI/RL.9-10.5 Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text and manipulate time create such effects as mystery, tension, or surprise.

RL.9-10.6 Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience.

RL.9-10.9 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work 

RL/RI.9-10.10 By the end of grade 9, read and comprehend literary nonfiction and literature in the grades 9–10 text complexity band proficiently

RI.9-10.9 Analyze seminal U.S. documents of historical and literary significance including how they address related themes and concepts. 

Writing:

W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.

W.9-10.2 Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey information clearly.

W.9-10.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences.

W.9-10.4 Produce clear and coherent writing.

W.9-10.5 Develop and strengthen writing, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience.

W.9-10.6 Use technology to produce, publish, and update individual or shared writing products.

W.9-10.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question or solve a problem.

W.9-10.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

W.9-10.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

W.9-10.10 Write routinely over extended and shorter time frames for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.

Language: 
L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of Standard English grammar and usage.

L.9-10.2 Demonstrate command of Standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

L.9-10.3 Apply knowledge of language to understand context, to make meaning or style choices, and to comprehend.

L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases.

L.9-10.5 Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

L.9-10.6 Acquire and use words and phrases at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary.

Speaking & Listening: 

Comprehension & Collaboration

SL.9-10.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

SL.9-10.2 Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats, evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source.

SL.9-10.3 Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and rhetoric, identifying any fallacious reasoning or exaggerated or distorted evidence.

Presentation of Knowledge and ideas

SL.9-10.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, logically, and appropriately (purpose, audience, task).

SL.9-10.5 Make strategic use of digital media to enhance presentations.

SL.9-10.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
Words on Wednesday: Master List

Every Wednesday, you will report to class with each word’s definition, synonym(s), antonym(s) & context(s). In class, we will discuss & use these words. Every Friday, you will take a vocabulary quiz on the current week with previous weeks’ words interspersed. In other words, once we’re “past” a week, those words are not gone forever.

	Week 1: _____________

Sycophant, n.

Pernicious, adj.

Ubiquitous, adj.

Non sequitur, n.

Diatribe, n.


	Week 7: _____________

Cantankerous, adj.

Deride, v.

Debacle, n.

Temerity, n. 

Ennui, n.


	Week 13: _____________

Solace, n.

Insipid, adj.

Clandestine, adj.

Visceral, adj.

Inept, adj.

	Week 2: _____________

Slipshod, adj.

Nefarious, adj.

Precursor, n.

Impregnable, adj.

Demure, adj.


	Week 8: _____________

Abstain, v.

Haughty, adj.

Tenacious, adj. 

Acquiesce, v.

Lampoon, v.
	Week 14: _____________

Mitigate, v.

Hiatus, n.

Vacillate, v.

Incendiary, adj.

Depravity, n.

	Week 3: _____________

Aloof, adj.

Implacable, adj.

Affinity, n.

Coquette, n.

Harangue, v.


	Week 9: _____________

Curmudgeon, n.

Decorum, n.

Gregarious, adj.

Pontificate, v. 

Insidious, adj.
	Week 15: _____________

Panacea, n.

Cajole, v.

Harbinger, n.

Impetuous, adj.

Extemporaneous, adj.

	Week 4: _____________

Bemoan, v.

Misogynist, n.

Abhor, v.

Reprieve, n.

Placid, adj.


	Week 10: _____________

Engender, v. 

Nuance, n.

Covert, adj.

Renown, n.

Tangent, n.
	Week 16: _____________

Fetid, adj.

Perfunctory, adj.

Fidelity, n.

Labyrinth, n.

Vacuous, adj.

	Week 5: _____________

Bovine, adj.

Facetious, adj.

Contrite, adj.

Erudite, adj.

Anomaly, n.


	Week 11: _____________

Kudos, n.

Exonerate, v.

Altruism, n.

Myopic, adj.

Debunk, v.
	Week 17: _____________

Reticent, adj.

Obtuse, n.

Egalitarian, adj.

Palpable, adj. 

Charlatan, n.

	Week 6: _____________

Noxious, adj.

Nullify, v.

Replete, adj.

Blasphemy, n.

Absolution, n.


	Week 12: _____________

Frenetic, adj.

Zenith, n.

Futile, adj.

Ruminate, v.

Acrimony, n.
	Week 18: _____________

Atrophy, v.

Quaff, v.

Collusion, n.

Drivel, n.

Stoic, adj. 
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