From Schindler's Ark
W e do not know in what condition of soul Oskar
Schindler spent March 13th, the ghetto's last and
worst day. But by the time his workers returned to him
under guard from Plaszow he was back in the mood
for collecting data to pass on to Dr Sedlacek on the
dentist's next visit. He found out from the prisoners that
Zwangsarbeitslager Plaszow—as it was known in the
SS bureaucratese—was to be no rational kingdom. Goeth
had already pursued his passion against engineers by
letting the guards beat Zygmunt Grunberg into a coma
and bring him so late to the clinic up near the women's
camp that his death was assured. From the prisoners who ate their hearty noonday soup
at Deutsche Email Fabrik, Oskar heard also that Plaszow was being used not only as a
work camp but as a place of execution as well. Though all the camp could hear these
executions, some of the prisoners had been witnesses ...
People in the camp below ... told themselves that it was partisans being shot up there,
intractable Marxists or crazy nationalists. It was another country up there. If you kept
the ordinances within the wire, you need never visit it. But the more clear-headed of
Schindler's workers, marched up Wieliczka Street past the cable works and over to
Zablocie to work at DEF, they knew why prisoners from Montelupich were being shot
at the Austrian hill fort, why the SS did not seem alarmed if the truckloads were seen
arriving or the noise was heard throughout Plaszow. The reason was that the SS did not
look on the prison population as ultimate witnesses. If there had been concern about a
time in court, a mass of future testimony, they would have taken the women deeper into
the woods. The conclusion to be drawn, Oskar decided, was not that the mound fort was
a separate world from Plaszow, but that all of them were under sentence.
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