Due Date __________


Odyssey Group Project – Theme Park
Assignment: Develop a plan for an Odyssey theme park similar to the Harry Potter theme park in Orlando. That park has rides, snacks, souvenirs, and other various attractions based on the Harry Potter books and movies. Your task is to come up with something similar for The Odyssey. 
Requirements: Your plan should include
1) A restaurant or snack bar menu with meals that allude to Odyssey.
2) Five rides based on Odysseus’s adventures presented as sketches with captions explaining their operation. You may not simply “borrow” rides from current amusement parks.
3) A list of six items based on the poem to be sold in the gift shop with a brief explanation of where each occurred in the poem.
4) Two other attractions related to the poem (anything from dressed up characters to transportation).
5) A map of the park with purposeful locations for the rides, restaurant, shops, and other attractions.
6) An official song of your Odyssey theme park, based on events from the poem, that will greet all tourists as they stand in line to buy their tickets (+5 if you sing it).
Your group will present items 1-6 in a format that works best for you. However, one aspect of your project should also be constructed as a three-dimensional object, e.g., model of a ride, souvenir, or fake food sample. (See attached rubrics.)
Your group may also decide to create an optional promotional video with all of the items listed above designed to attract tourists to your theme park. A thirty-second promo video could mean bonus points. (
Odyssey Group Project – Film Adaptation

Assignment: Adaptation means to “rewrite or rework a piece of fiction for a different medium.” As you are probably aware, classic stories and novels are commonly adapted for film or TV, and while the result can be a stunning new work of art, many elements of the original story are changed or lost as a result of the process. You have read The Odyssey and viewed clips from one adapted version, O Brother Where Art Thou? Now it’s your turn!
Develop a plan for a film adaptation of The Odyssey using a cast of real-life actors. Your group will make changes from the original text and pitch your movie to studio executives.
Requirements: Your plan should include
1) A plot synopsis that describes three scenes you will be using and how they will be changed from the original version.
Overall questions to consider: What is the adapted setting (time/place)? What war will your hero be returning from? What places throughout the globe will be included in your hero’s journey?

2) The cutting room floor: a description of one scene from the epic poem that will be left out of your film and why you chose not to adapt it.
3) A Hollywood cast list for five major characters, including pictures and concrete reasons for your choices (perhaps based on previous, current, potential work).
4) A storyboard (drawing, computer-generated, collage) showing six or more frames of one scene you will be using, which is meant to capture your vision of different camera angles, e.g., close-up, medium, or wide shots (put dialogue beneath each frame, like a comic book).
5) A theme song for your film that would be played during the opening or closing credits (+5 if you sing it).
Your group will present all items in a format that works best for you. However, your pitch will conclude with a thirty-second movie trailer for your film. (See attached rubrics.)

An additional minute or two of advertising could mean bonus points. (
Oral Presentation
Group Members: _________________________________________________________________________________

	CATEGORY
	Excellent (10)
	Good (8-9)
	Satisfactory (7)
	Needs Improvement

(0-6)
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Speaks Clearly
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces no words. 
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces one word. 
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most (94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces no more than one word. 
	Often mumbles or cannot be understood OR mispronounces more than one word. 

	Preparedness
	Student is completely prepared, has obviously rehearsed, and looks professional. 
	Student seems pretty prepared, looks fairly professional, but might have needed a couple more rehearsals. 
	Student is somewhat prepared, but it is clear that rehearsal was lacking.  Student does not look professional.
	Student does not seem at all prepared to present. 

	Content
	Shows a full understanding of the topic and can answer all questions completely using specific examples. 
	Shows a good understanding of the topic and can answer all questions adequately and generally. 
	Shows a good understanding of parts of the topic and can answer some questions. 
	Does not seem to understand the topic very well. 

	Persuasiveness
	Student really convinced audience that their park was perfect!
	Students tried to convince audience that park was perfect.
	Student presented the facts only, with little or no salesmanship.
	Student clearly didn’t like their own project.


Project
Group Members: _________________________________________________________________________________

	CATEGORY 
	Excellent (10)
	Good (8-9)
	Satisfactory (7)
	Needs Improvement

(0-6)

	Creativity
	Several of the graphics used in the presentation reflect an exceptional degree of student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	One or two of the graphics used in the presentation reflect student creativity in their creation and/or display. 
	The graphics are made by the student, but are based on the designs or ideas of others. 
	No graphics made by the student are included. 

	Completeness
	All required park features are present and obviously labeled.
	All required features seem present but some are unlabeled.


	Some required park features have not been included in the project.
	The product seems unrelated to the assignment. 

	Accuracy
	No errors.
	1-2 mechanical errors; no factual errors.
	3-4 mechanical errors and/or 1 factual error.
	Many factual and/or mechanical errors.

	Attractiveness
	The presentation is exceptionally attractive in terms of design, layout, and neatness. 
	The presentation is attractive in terms of design, layout and neatness. 
	The presentation is acceptably attractive though it may be a bit messy. 
	The presentation is distractingly messy or very poorly designed. It is not attractive. 

	Knowledge Gained
	Demonstrates mastery of major characters, themes, settings, and actions of the epic poem. 
	Demonstrates some mastery of the epic poem, but is missing some element. 
	Shows little mastery of the epic poem, and has many missing elements 
	No mastery of the epic poem.

	Time and effort
	This obviously took a great deal of time and effort to construct.
	This took a fair amount of time and effort to construct.
	This obviously took some time and effort to construct.
	This took very little time and effort to construct.


